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ON EARTH IS NOT HIS EQUAL 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 
 

Job 41:1, 20-34 

41 “Can you draw out Leviathan with a fishhook 

    or press down his tongue with a cord? 

20 Out of his nostrils comes forth smoke, 

    as from a boiling pot and burning rushes. 

21 His breath kindles coals, 

    and a flame comes forth from his mouth. 

22 In his neck abides strength, 

    and terror dances before him. 

23 The folds of his flesh stick together, 

    firmly cast on him and immovable. 

24 His heart is hard as a stone, 

    hard as the lower millstone. 

25 When he raises himself up the mighty are afraid; 

    at the crashing they are beside themselves. 

26 Though the sword reaches him, it does not avail, 

    nor the spear, the dart, or the javelin. 

27 He counts iron as straw, 

    and bronze as rotten wood. 

28 The arrow cannot make him flee; 

    for him sling stones are turned to stubble. 

29 Clubs are counted as stubble; 

    he laughs at the rattle of javelins. 

30 His underparts are like sharp potsherds; 

    he spreads himself like a threshing sledge on the mire. 
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31 He makes the deep boil like a pot; 

    he makes the sea like a pot of ointment. 

32 Behind him he leaves a shining wake; 

    one would think the deep to be white-haired. 

33 On earth there is not his like, 

    a creature without fear. 

34 He sees everything that is high; 

    he is king over all the sons of pride.” 

 

 

“Nothing on earth is his equal – he is a creature without fear.” (Job 41:33) 

 

He was a bandit, a robber, a highwayman. His name brought fear to those who 

traveled in the Old West. From 1875 to 1883, he held up and looted 28 stagecoaches. 

A hood hid his face. No victim ever saw it. No artist ever sketched him. No US marshal 

could track him. He was known by the intimidating name of Black Bart. 

There’s another famous thief in history. This thief is still around, though. This thief does 

not want your money. He wants your faith. He wants to take it from you. In the first two 

chapters of Job, this thief is called Satan, which means accuser. And you may 

remember, that Satan accused Job of serving God only for the blessings he could get 

out of God. And Satan accused God of bribing Job. God defended Job. He said Job 

served Him, not because of any bribe but because Job was faithful, a blameless and 

upright man. To prove it, God gave Satan permission to take everything Job had but 

his life. Satan took all Job had in order to take Job’s faith.  

 

Then Satan disappears from the Book of Job. Or does he? Does Satan show up again 

here in chapter 41? Only, in this chapter might he be called Leviathan? In chapter 3, 

after Job loses everything but his life he says, “May those who curse days curse the 

day of my birth, those who are ready to rouse Leviathan. Why did I not perish at birth 

and die as I came from the womb?” (Job 3:8, 1, 11) In these verses Leviathan is linked 

with cursing, the wish to die, and death itself. Elsewhere, Leviathan is linked with the 

word serpent. In Isaiah 27:1, Leviathan is called a nachash, a gliding serpent, a coiling 

serpent. Nachash is the same word used for the deceiving serpent in the Garden of 

Eden. And what sort of serpent is described here in Job 41? One whose nostrils pour 
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out smoke. Fire streams from his mouth. His breath sets coals ablaze. The kind of 

serpent described here is a dragon. Which brings us to Revelation chapter 12. Where 

John writes: “The great dragon was hurled down, that ancient serpent called the devil, 

or Satan, who leads the whole world astray.” (Revelation 12:9) 

 

Yeah. John refers to Satan as a dragon and as a serpent. And then near the end of 

Job chapter 41 Leviathan is described with these words: “Nothing on earth is his 

equal.” Or, as Martin Luther put it in his famous hymn, “On earth is not his equal.” The 

old evil Foe. That ancient serpent knows no fear. He means deadly woe. He is eager to 

devour us. With dread craft and great might he arms himself to fight. He comes to rob 

faith. Not so much into praying? The Accuser hisses in your ear, “No problem. All of that 

praying and studying and thinking about your faith is not real life. You know what real 

life is.” Have some anger issues? The Accuser hisses, “You’re right to be angry.” Sexual 

fantasies? He hisses, “Go ahead, full throttle.” Prone to gossip? The Accuser hisses, 

“Everybody does it. No big deal.” And when you fall for that stuff, the Accuser is again 

quick to hiss into your ear, “Not much of a Christian, are you?” 

 

Yet, Martin Luther goes on to say in that same hymn, “He can harm us none.” And 

that’s perhaps what Job 41 is getting at. Yeah this chapter may describe Satan as a 

fire-breathing dragon, who has no equal on earth. But it is God who is doing the 

describing here in chapter 41. God describes Leviathan, that dragon serpent. God 

asks Job, “Can you pull in Leviathan with a fishhook or tie down his tongue with a 

rope? Because I can.” God asks Job, “Can you make a pet of Leviathan like a bird or 

put him on a leash for your girls? Because I can.” It is in Job that we learn that Satan 

was put on a leash, given limits and boundaries by God, as though on a leash. Satan 

was permitted to take everything of Job’s, except his life. Limits, boundaries, leash. 

In Job’s time, Satan’s boundaries allowed him access to the throne of God. He could 

go there and accuse Job. But when Jesus came, that changed. No longer was Satan 

permitted that sort of access. His boundaries got squeezed. His leash got shortened. 

So, when the disciples returned from the very first missionary journey, Jesus said, “I saw 

Satan fall like lightning from heaven.”  
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“He can harm us none. He’s judged. The deed is done.” Like Black Bart when the 

authorities finally caught up with him. Turns out he wasn’t really all that intimidating. He 

was a businessman from Decatur, Illinois. So afraid of horses he walked to his robberies. 

And never fired his weapon. His name wasn’t Bart. It was Charles. He was judged, 

convicted, sentenced to six years in San Quentin. Satan, too, is judged. In Revelation 

20 it says: “And the devil was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur.” Jesus’ victory for us 

over Satan, celebrated on Palm Sunday, secured when Jesus crushed the serpent’s 

head in the Garden of Gethsemane and on the cross, sealed when Jesus rose from 

the dead, sealed Satan’s future. When his boundaries will be hell itself and not for just 

six years. When Satan accuses you regarding your past, remind him of his future. “He 

can harm us none. He’s judged. The deed is done. One little word can fell him.” 

 

That one little word is Jesus. Doesn’t sound too intimidating to us. But that name makes 

Satan shudder. There is power in Jesus’ name for our faith and for the living of our faith. 

Jesus is the mighty fortress for our faith now, as He comes to us in the Lord’s Supper. 

 

Amen 

 


